
Members of the Bar,

As previously advised, the Bankruptcy Court will continue to operate during the
shutdown for a period of time. However, we have been advised that the United
States Trustee's Office and the civil division of the United States Attorney's Office
will immediately place their employees on furlough.  As a result, attorneys and
trustees will not be available to handle matters requiring their involvement.  

Section 341(a) meetings of creditors in Chapter 7 and 13 will continue as
scheduled, however, chapter 11 section 341(a) meetings of creditors and other
matters involving UST employees may be cancelled.  Attorneys in chapter 11
cases should consult with the United States Trustee's Office regarding the
availability of personnel to participate in scheduled section 341(a) meetings,
interviews, or hearings.  

If  a matter involving the United States Attorney's Office or United States
Trustee's Office is scheduled for hearing or if a deadline to file pleadings occurs
during the shutdown, the court may continue the matter or extend the deadline on
its own motion in order to avoid undue prejudice to the government.  If you should
have a matter involving either of these agencies, please advise the court so that
appropriate action can be taken.  

Thank you for your cooperation,

Hon. Elizabeth W. Magner, Chief Judge
United States Bankruptcy Court, Eastern District of Louisiana


